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“This is my debut feature film. I don’t have any film school background nor do I belong to
the film fraternity. So, everything was new for me! For the first time I heard about NFDC
Film Bazaar in March 2019. Before that, I had no idea about the largest film market of
South Asia. When we were in the rough-cut stage, one of my co-producers Soumya
suggested that I submit to the Work-in-Progress Lab section of NFDC Film Bazaar. And
finally, Dostojee (Two Friends) was selected in the Film Bazaar Recommends section. After
that, as a work-in-progress project, the film was also selected for the Film Bazaar Goes to
Cannes section. Due to these selections, our little film got some special attention and more
visibility. Suddenly we are on the radar of some A-List festivals and getting proposals from
them. We are also getting offers from some top notch sales agencies of this trade. NFDC
Film Bazaar gave us the platform to showcase our film in front of the international film
community. It is an ocean of opportunities. Those five days were an intensive learning time
for me. I’m extremely grateful to the entire team. Independent filmmakers and debutante
like us should submit their films to NFDC Film Bazaar.”
– Prasun Chatterjee
Dostojee (FBR 2019)
Film Bazaar Goes to Cannes 2020
“I was a part of NFDC Film Bazaar since its inception and since then I have observed that it
is getting more and more vibrant by getting greater attention worldwide. It’s a great platform
for Indian Independent filmmakers like me to interact with the film festival organizers
directly. Our feature film ‘Ashes on A road Trip’ was a part of the Film Bazaar Recommends
Section in 2019. During that, we got a few film festivals just on the basis of our rough cut.
But unfortunately due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the festivals were either cancelled or
converted into an online format. It was always very exciting to be a part of Film Bazaar.
I’m thankful to the team for their hard work and for creating a platform for Indian filmmakers
that they deserve.”
– Mangesh Joshi
Karkhanisanchi Waari (FBR 2019)
World Premiere at Tokyo Int’l Film Festival 2020

“NFDC Film Bazaar is everything for Indian independent cinema. I have been making films
because they have given me the opportunity to showcase my work when I was a nobody.”
– Akshay Indikar
Sthalpuran (FBR 2019)
World Premiere at Berlinale 2020 (Generation Kplus)

“Film Bazaar has been a crucial starting point in identifying the journey of our film. It’s a
thriving ecosystem that bridges the various voices of contemporary Indian independent
cinema onto the global stage.”
– Balaji Vembu Chelli
Nilanadukkam (FBR 2019)
World Premiere at Festival du nouveau cinéma de Montréal 2020
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“If you are a young filmmaker from the subcontinent trying to get your feature made, Film
Bazaar is an unmissable event. My first feature would not be where it is today without the
contacts I made at the Co-Production Market. I was fairly green when I first applied and I
was able to break in without any prior connection. I found the selection process to be quite
democratic. Just make sure you have a story that is close to your heart.”
– Rezwan Shahriar Sumit
Nonajoler Kabbo (FBR 2019)
World Premiere at BFI London Film Festival 2020

“NFDC Film Bazaar has always been helpful. It’s not easy to show your film to curators and
programmers, but that’s the first job for a filmmaker who is starting out with his film. And
NFDC Film Bazaar gives you a platform to do exactly that. Especially the pitching session
which draws attention to your film. People who are looking for the stuff that you make get
to know about it. It makes conversations that much easier and fruitful.”
– Indranil Rochowdhury
Mayar Jonjal (FBR 2019)
World Premiere at Shanghai Int’l Film Festival 2020

“2019 was my first time at Film Bazaar with my third film Pinki Elli? in the Film Bazaar
Recommends section. The four days taught me more about film markets / sales / distribution
than the rest of my life. I was lucky enough to receive the interest of three international
distributors and it was a pleasure choosing Picture Tree International to represent our
film internationally. Thanks to the talented and very hard working team, everything was
smoothly organized with reports of viewing of the film (in the Viewing Room) reaching me
at the end of each day and being able to set meetings the very next day. The film not only
received the remake interests from THE top film production companies in Mumbai but also
secured the distribution of UK and Ireland. The icing on the cake was winning the Prasad
Labs DI award and Movie Buff Appreciation award, which came to me as a surprise. While
I regret not bringing my film Railway Children to Film Bazaar in 2016, going further, NFDC
Film Bazaar will be the first point of entry to any film project I’m involved with.”
– Prithvi Konanur
Pinki Elli? (FBR 2019)
World Premiere at Busan Int’l Film Festival 2020

“Being in the Viewing Room helped my film a lot. The film got an official invitation from the
42nd Moscow International Film Festival. Mr. Kirill Razlogov, the program director from the
festival had watched my film at Film Bazaar and they sent me an invitation. Please keep
on doing the great job you guys are doing to support independent filmmakers like myself.”
– Don Palathara
1956, Central Travancore (FBR 2019)
World Premiere at Moscow Int’l Film Festival 2020
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“I would like to express my appreciation for the exposure and visibility our film Aamis
received by virtue of being a part of Viewing Room and FBR. We found the submission and
viewing process transparent, professional and sensitive to the needs of indie filmmakers.
On behalf of my producers Poonam and Shyam, co-producers Anshulika and Priyanka,
and the entire team of the film, please accept our thanks and gratitude for supporting Aamis
at a very crucial juncture in the film’s journey. Looking forward to bringing more projects to
the Viewing Room in the future.”
– Bhaskar Hazarika
Aamis (FBR 2018)
World Premiere at Tribeca Film Festival 2019 (International Narrative Competition)

“In 2015, I attended NFDC Film Bazaar for the first time as suggested by a filmmaker
friend in Kerala. The experience changed my whole film career as it opened a gateway
to international film festivals for my films. I could meet many festival programmers, sales
agents, international co producers there, which was entirely a whole new world to me.
I have been attending NFDC Film Bazaar every year since then and now my latest film
‘Biriyaani - flavors of flesh’ which was included in the Film Bazaar Recommends (FBR)
2018, is getting various national and international awards and screening platforms such
as the NETPAC award at Asiatica, Rome, official selection at the prestigious Moscow IFF,
2020 etc only because of film bazaar. I’m so grateful to NFDC Film Bazaar.”
– Sajin Baabu
Biriyaani - Flavors of Flesh (FBR 2018)
World Premiere at 20th Asiatica Film Festival 2019, Rome, Italy

“It was at Viewing Room that Matthew Poon from HAF saw Village Rockstars, which later
got selected for the Hong Kong film market. From there my film went to Cannes market. All
this was unexpected. I also met Olivia Stewart and Jacques Comets at Film Bazaar and
they came on board as editing mentors for my film. Coming to Film Bazaar really opens up
possibilities that one doesn’t anticipate.”
– Rima Das
Village Rockstars (FBR 2016)
World Premiere at Toronto International Film Festival, 2017
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“Film Bazaar and especially Viewing Room has really been a meaningful experience for
us. I think it provides a very important and necessary platform for independent Indian
filmmakers. We were in Film Bazaar in 2016 with Ralang Road and it was a work in progress
at the time. Thanks to this opportunity, we received valuable feedback from experts, which
really helped us gauge the film with a fresh perspective.”
– Karma Takapa
Ralang Road (FBR 2016)
World Premiere at 52nd Karlovy Vary International Film Festival 2017

“Film Bazaar helped put the film on the map. I was working on it in my cocoon for over a
year and after Film Bazaar I was pleasantly surprised to find that everybody wanted it! It’s
a great platform for discovery.”
– Kabir Mehta
Buddha.mov (FBR 2016)
World Premiere at Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival 2017

“Actually Film Bazaar is a remarkable place. It became a turning point for my film. I made a
lot of international contacts. After Film Bazaar, my film Withered Leaf got selected for seven
International Film Festivals. My heartfelt thanks to all of you. Hope to visit again with a new
project in near future.”
– Duminda Sanjeewa
Withered Leaf (FBR 2016)
World Premiere at 16th Imagine India International Film Festival 2017, Spain

